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Meetings are held at 7:30 pm on the second Tuesday of the month except July and August, at
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This newsletter is published in an effort to keep the membership and fellow organizations,
apprised of club activities along with information of interest.
The Alberta Pioneer Auto Club will not be held responsible nor liable for any actions arising out
of the use of this publication, as an advertising forum. Permission is granted to copy the contents
of this newsletter, with proper credit given, unless otherwise restricted or specified.
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February is getting well underway and in a few
short months we all hope to be driving our rides to
the meeting on clean and gravel free roads...reason
being that Balzac Billy the groundhog never saw his
shadow and Spring will arrive early. Lets all be optimistic and hope the legendary claim is true !!
In the meantime there is plenty to gear up for while
the snow is still on the ground and the garages are
still closed up. Coming up this weekend on Saturday is the 2020 Lethbridge Swap Meet at the
Lethbridge Ex. Park from 8:00am to 4:00 pm. Don’t
miss out on the early opportunity to find that missing restoration part or just visit with friends for the
day...or both! The following weekend sees the 54th
Annual World of Wheels show kickoff Friday February 21st through to Sunday 23rd at the BMO Center in Stampede Park. Information and details can be
found at www.autorama.com/calgary. March is
open for any plan yet to be made but we do know
St. Patrick’s Day celebrations will fall on March
17th for those feeling the need to do something
green. Tour Director Mark Tomlinson has a trip in
the works to visit the Reynolds-Alberta Museum on
April 3rd. More details will be forthcoming by the
next meeting. Mark is also updating his 2020 schedule with a number of activities for the membership
to take part in. As always, if you have any ideas for
a venue or place of interest that you think the club
would find valuable to visit, please let Mark or any
member of the executive know what you have in
mind and we’ll do our best to put the wheels in motion. The idea of a Spring Tour has been proposed
to take place when the warmer, dry weather finally
settles in. If you have any ideas or input for discussion surrounding this proposal, we would like to
hear what you think or have to say...and get a new
event underway!
The mega event of the year is the 59th International
Old Car Meet being held in Spokane July 2nd to
4th. The complete itinerary and registration details
can be found in the newsletter and also online for
download at our club website should you have
friends that want to come along for the experience!
If you have never been to this event in the past, ask
anyone who has and you will get an insight to what
culminates as the reason we enjoy the antique car
hobby. Maybe we’ll see you there!
Happy Touring and safe driving,
Keith

Visit our website at www.apaccalgary.ca
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Alberta Pioneer Auto Club |MONTHLY MEETING
Date | Jan/14/2019 | 7:40pm | Meeting @The Hangar Flight Museum McKnight Blvd.
President

Keith Robertson

Raffle Tickets

Open

Vice President

Open

Tours & Events

Mark Tomlinson

Secretary

Neil MacDonald

Hearts & Flowers

Grace & Allen Solberg

Treasurer

Anne Harding

Membership

Editor/Webmaster

Richard Bellaart

Attendees (16) –47 paid members for 2020

Michel Gelinas

Meeting Minutes
Motion to accept the December 10, 2019 minutes as published in the newsletter made by Al
Riise and, 2nd by Dave Cuthbert. --Carried
Treasury Report
For December month end as of December31,2019; presented by Anne Harding. Motion to accept by Richard Bellaart and, 2nd
byAl Riise.--Carried.
Editors Report
Richard Bellaart. With the start of a new year he encourages all members to become field reporters at the various activities and events. Why not give it your best shot and submit a story
with a photo or two and contribute to the content of the newsletter! He will even help you in
your effort if you contact him with your project…there is always room for interesting articles!
Hearts & Flowers
Allan Solberg not in attendance but Keith advised no report to be given.
Tours& Events
Mark Tomlinson. In lieu of the sub-zero weather still here, the Marv’s Diner trip will be postponed until January 25th when warmer weather is in the forecast. Details to follow.
Membership Report
Michel Gelinas (absent) We have 47 membership renewals so far. Anyone wishing to pay their
dues for 2020 can do so at the next meeting and beyond. Membership dues can also now be
paid at apac.calgary@gmail.com for those who do online banking.

(Continued on page 6)
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Advertising Report
Randell resigning from advertising portfolio.
No report to make.
Old Business
Nothing to discuss at this time.

Refreshments and treats were provided by
Fran and Pauline, thank you ladies! Fran was
also the winner of tonight’s 50/50 draw, after
which she cheerfully donated her winnings
back to the club fundraising pool.

New Business
James Wear Estate sale:
Sat. Jan 18th. 6220 Beaverdam Way NE, 10a2pm. Please enter via the alley as no access
from the front of building. Mostly Packard
auto parts for sale plus an original 1938 Packard 120 4 dr. sedan with 30K original mi.
Rob Tomlinson Estate sale:
30 Elveden Drive SW. (in the heated garage)
large selection of used GM truck parts 49-53,
motors, starters, generators, transmissions,
diffs, axles etc plus tools, equipment, treasures and collectibles - bring a trailer for the
best deals! Fri. Feb 7th, 1-7 pm sneak-a-peek
for APAC club members only; Sat & Sun 10-4
for everyone wishing to attend.

ATTENTION

International Tour to Spokane – Geoff
Lobley
Geoff will be heading up a club tour to the
Spokane International. He is working on a
travel itinerary that will be spread over a two
day journey for APAC members wishing to participate. Details will be forthcoming.
Calgary 2021 International volunteer committee sign up
Keith talked about the 2021 Calgary International and the need for volunteers to help on
the event. Anyone wishing to get involved on
the organizing committee can sign up and help
make the show a success.

Contact Michel Gelinas
Membership Director
Remember to fill out a new membership form
so your information is current in our database

$40.00/yearly
per household membership

MARCH 1ST IS THE CUT-OFF DATE WHEN



MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER EXPIRES

Having no further business to discuss, Keith
Robertson adjourned the meeting at 8:00 pm.
6

Don’t be caught with your chamois wet!

Visit our website at www.apaccalgary.ca

ALBERTA PIONEER AUTO NEWS

Always Put the Paint in the Trunk …
Pictures of an accident on St Johns Bridge, Queensland on Thursday 17th Feb 2011...
The ambulance driver wouldn't let the female paramedic out of the ambulance because she couldn't stop laughing
he said it wasn't professional.
The people in the blue car had a 25-litre bucket of paint on the back seat.

2020 membership dues are
now payable in-person at the
meetings, by mail, or by etransfer to the club’s email
apac.calgary@gmail.com
Thanks,
Michel
Visit our website at www.apaccalgary.ca

7

ALBERTA PIONEER AUTO NEWS

VEHICLE REGISTRATION DEADLINE NOTICE
The month when your vehicle registration is up
for renewal depends upon your last name.
To find the expiry month of your vehicle(s), find
the first letter of your last name.

SOME LAST NAMES REQUIRE
THE FIRST TWO LETTERS

8

LAST NAME BEGINS
WITH

EXPIRY MONTH

A (no Av), I, J, Ke, U,
X, or Company #

January

M (not Me) or Q

February

B (not Be) or Y

March

D or G (not Gr)

April

C (not Cl) or N

May

Cl, H, or Sc

June

Av, Be, L, Sz, V, or Z

July

E, Gr, or R

August

F, Po, or T

September

S (not Sc or Sz)

October

K or P (not Ke or Po)

November

Me, O, or W

December

APAC NEWSLETTER
ADVERTISING RATES
Include 10 issues and 1 year
on our website.
Please contact Randall Dunkerley,
APACAdvertising Director Email:
apac.calgary@gmail.com
Business card

$60.00

1/4 page

$125.00

1/2 page

$250.00

Full page

$500.00

Visit our website at www.apaccalgary.ca
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ALBERTA PIONEER AUTO CLUB (APAC)
2020 Events Calendar
by Mark Tomlinson

2020 - ALBERTA ROAD SPORTS AND AUTO EVENTS

SVAA EVENT CALENDAR
by A. Riise Jan 31, 2020

Visit our website at www.apaccalgary.ca

9

ALBERTA PIONEER AUTO NEWS

10

Visit our website at www.apaccalgary.ca

ALBERTA PIONEER AUTO NEWS

APAC CRUISE TO MARV’S DINER
by Sue MacKenzie

Saturday January 25th was a beautiful sunny day for the APAC cruise to Marv’s diner in Black
Diamond. Ten members enjoyed good conversation and lunch, with a few folks getting their
lunch in special car-shaped trays; there was even an old Thunderbird!
Our classics may still be in storage, but a winter cruise is always a good idea and Marv appreciated our business, along with lots of other
drop in visitors from the surrounding area.
One of the patrons ordered an “Elvis Burger”
and was treated to an Elvis tune by Marv on
the guitar – always fun to hear.

Visit our website at www.apaccalgary.ca
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For dessert, a few of us stocked up on the
unique pop and candy items that we haven’t seen in years. Beemans and Black Jack gum anyone?
Thanks to the organizers and to all who came
out for a fun day.

12
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2020 International Antique Auto Meet
presented by the Hassie Club
of Spokane, WA.
The meet is being held at the newly remolded Ruby River Hotel (formerly Cavanaughs River Inn). The location
provides easy access from I-90 (Division St. exit) or from the North by Divsion Street. Several past meets have been
held here.
Parking for our cars will provide easy access to the main entry to the Hotel and Registration desk. Night security will be provided.
Registration, will start on Thursday July 2. The meet activities will actually begin on Friday July 3 with breakfast and then bus tours that everyone will want to participate in.
Tour #1
The Silver Valley and Historic Wallace.
Get a realistic glimpse of the old mining days on the way to the world’s Richest Silver Mining District. Stop at
the Cataldo Mission, the oldest building in the State of Idaho, built by Coeur d’Alene Indian Tribe and Jesuit Missionaries in 1853. Then to Wallace, the Silver Capital of the World. Ride the trolley up to the Sierra Silver Mine where you’ll
put on you hard hat, go into the mine, and see veins of ore and learn how the miners worked. Lunch is in a historic
downtown restaurant. After lunch, tour the Oasis Rooms Bordello left intact for you to see. There’s time to look
through the silver shops before returning to Spokane.
Time: 7 hours.
Includes: Bus transportation, guide, admission to the Cataldo Mission, Sierra Silver Mine, Bordello Museum and lunch
in Wallace. You will be back tot the hotel in time to have dinner on your own and attend the ice cream social.
Tour #2
Historic Spokane’s Age of Elegance
Enjoy a tour of the rich history, historic homes and attractions of Spokane. Learn about the Native Americans
that first discovered this area and where the city began as we travel along the Spokane River view the Spokane Falls and
the grounds of the former Expo ‘74 site, now Riverfront Park. Tour inside the majestic Saint John’s Cathedral, said to
be one of the most beautiful cathedrals in the Pacific Northwest. Marvel at the stain glass windows, wood carvings and
design. Discover Manito Park while strolling through the formal French Renaissance gardens, Perennial Gardens, Rose
Gardens, authentic Japanses Gardens, and flower-filled Conservatory. Trip Advisor’s Traverlers Choice Awards rated
Manito Park “One of the Top 25 Parks in the US”. See the historic area of Browne’s Addition where many of the old
mansions, built in the late 1800’s, have been restored to their original splendor. Stop for a tour of Bing Crosby’s childhood home on the campus of Gonzaga University. His home houses the largest public collection of his memorabilia in
the US.
Time: 3 hours
Includes: Bus transportation, guide and all stops.
Friday bus tours will leave and return to the front of the Hotel. For those taking tour #2 there will be time to
take lunch and perhaps go down town shopping. Hotel shuttles will take patrons to downtown as desired. There are a
number of restaurants in the area of the hotel. A map showing locations will be provided at registration.
Saturday July 4th will be a gala event in River Front Park just a short distance from the hotel. This is where the
“Show and Shine” will be staged. While at the park there will be large crowds of pedestrians walking by our cars. There
will be music, food vendors, and a Carnival in operation. Your vehicle will be seen by thousands of Park Attendees.
Park rules do not allow alcohol consumption while on the premises, however should you choose to go beyond
the park there are numerous restaurants and bars that can serve you.
The banquet and handing out awards etc. will take place at the host hotel. After the banquet there will be a
spectacular fire work show. Everyone will have a ring side seat to this event from the hotel. You will not have to leave
the hotel grounds to witness it.
Make your plans now, and your hotel reservations early. Be sure to tell the hotel you are with the International
Antique Car Meet in order to get our negotiated special rate. Call 509-326-5577 to make your hotel reservation.
The Hassie Club is looking forward to meeting all of you again, we know you will have a great time in Spokane,
the city that’s “near nature, near perfect.”
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ARE YOU AN OLD CAR GUY?
Part 1
The answer to this question could be filled with references to dimmer
switch pedals, vent
windows, cigarette
lighters, etc. Let’s
look at some things
that might be more
interesting, like this:

Let’s go under the
hood of an old car and

Almost all automobile
carburetors in the 1920s
were Updraft Carburetors: They sucked air,
and vaporized gasoline,
up. You could not pour
anything into their air
horns. So you bought a
set of Primer Plugs. Note that
fuel volatility, or rather the
lack of it, was such a problem
in the teens, 20’s, and 30’s that
the better carburetors, such as
the Rayfield Model G, were
water jacketed and heated by
the engine.

see what we can find.
What, for example, is
that thing pictured
above. And why would Green Spark Plugs?
a Mario Brother braze a
You thought all spark
plumbing part onto a
plugs had white porcespark plug?
lain insulators, right?
Well, THAT is a
They do now. But at one
Primer Spark
time the Splitdorf ComPlug. Those were once
pany made a premium
made by every major
spark plug that was very
spark plug company
recognizable because of
and you could buy one
its hexagonal insulator and its
for any car.
green color. The color was not a
Why would you want a
marketing or esthetic choice.
faucet attached to your
Splitdorf Spark Plug insulators
spark plug?
were made out of ruby mica
Early gasoline formulations had a problem with volarather than porcelain. The mica
tility, especially at low temperatures. That made startwas more durable than porcelain
ing difficult on a cold day. The Primer Spark Plug
being less susceptible to cracks
permitted you to prime your car engine prior to startand breaking.
ing it. You would open those faucets on each of the
spark plugs and, using a small funnel, pour gasoline
or, better, more volatile liquid ether, into each cylinGlass Spark Plugs?
der.
You could easily buy the ether in small screw top tins Glass Spark Plugs
were once used for
at any pharmacy. After closing the valves on the
tuning cars.
spark plugs you could start the car using that primer
fluid. But why not simply pour gasoline into the car- The glass insulator
allowed the meburetor?
chanic to see into
the cylinder while the engine was running and view
Because of this:

Visit our website at www.apaccalgary.ca
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the color of the combustion. If the burning air/fuel
mixture was a yellow-orange color you knew the mixture was too rich and you turned in the low or high
speed needle valves on the carburetor.
When the color seen through the Glass Spark Plug
was pale blue the mechanic knew that the air/fuel ratio
was around the desired 14.6:1. I used similar glass
spark plugs as late as the 1970s.

new gasket to seal the insulator within the metal body
of the plug, and replace and tighten the hex nut giving
you a rebuilt spark plug.

That strange looking glass thing above? Here’s another one:
What are they?
They are Traffic Light
Prisms. They were used
from the 1920s into the
Rebuildable Spark Plugs?
When the center electrode of a spark plug has been
1950s to view traffic lights
burned up or filed down or if the porcelain insulator
that were often mounted on
has cracked you throw it away, right? Not in the teens
wires high in the center of
and twenties. Spark plugs were once rebuild able.
intersections and were obHere is a page from a 1921 auto supply house catalog.
scured by the roof or visor
Look at the bottom right corner of that page.
of the car.

Those are separate spark plug center electrodes and
insulators. Now look carefully at the spark plug
shown at the top left of the page. See the hex nut just
below the porcelain insulator and above the metal hex
body of the plug? Those spark plugs were rebuildable. You could unfasten the hex nut, remove
and replace the insulator and center electrode, insert a
18
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They were common on low slung cars like the Hudson
Hornet, particularly when the car was equipped with
an external windshield visor, which is something else
most people have not seen.

Drive on snow and ice? In the 1950s the Sears Roebuck Catalog sold an accessory that would allow motorists obtain traction on snow and ice by pushing a
button mounted below the dashboard. These Automatic Automobile Wheel Sanders would deposit
sand in front of each rear tire. The sand was contained in hoppers located in the car’s trunk and fed
through tubes in the wheel wells.

is that metal lever? What you are looking at is a fuel
pump with a Priming Lever. These were quite common on British and European cars through the 1960s
and into the 1970s. When a car is parked the fuel in
the carburetor float bowls can percolate into the manifold or evaporate or, in some situations, flow back to
the pump. The Primer Lever allowed you to prime the
carburetors without using the starter and possibly
wearing down the battery.
But do you recognize this?
This was at
one time the
most common type
of fuel
pump, used
on 95% of
all cars.
It is a Stewart Warner
Vacuum
Fuel System. It’s divided into two chambers. The
upper chamber is connected to a port on the engine’s
intake manifold from which it draws a vacuum. This

In the late 1960s General
Motors offered a similar
optional accessory called
Liquid Tire Chain
that used a liquid traction
enhancer.

Anyone who has owned or
worked on a car
made in the 1970s or earlier
recognizes this.
It is a mechanical fuel
pump that was actuated
by a lobe on the engine’s camshaft and
used a diaphragm to
suck fuel from the tank
and deliver it to the carburetor. But look
closely at the lower section of the pump. What

vacuum is used to suck fuel from the tank into the upper chamber. When that chamber fills, a float valve
shuts off the vacuum and allows the fuel to flow from
the upper chamber into a lower chamber from which it
flows by gravity into the carburetor.

Visit our website at www.apaccalgary.ca
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COLLECTIBLES
2 1/2 inch Chrome plated GRILLE OR LICENSE PLATE MEDALLION

$15.00 EACH
- - or - -

DRESS UP THE FLEET

*SPECIAL*

3 for $40.00

6oth Anniversary Lapel pins

*LIMITED QUANTITIES*
FIRST COME/FIRST
SERVED
GET THEM BEFORE
THEY’RE ALL GONE!
SEE MICHEL TO
PURCHASE YOURS AT

$5.00 each
20
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CARS FOR SALE
Downsizing Sale
1970 Cadillac DeVille 4 door hardtop
1970 Chrysler Newport 4 door hardtop
1968 Ford Galaxie Convertible
1951 GMC 3 Ton, 5 Window Truck
Assorted Car Parts, Including:
1979 Ford 302 (0 time)
Ford 352
Model A sheet metal
ALL GOOD WINTER PROJECTS
Sid Gough
Box 25
Irricana Ab., T0M 1B0
403-935-4216
sagough@efirehose.net

*09/18

Two 1948 Mercury M68 pickup Trucks
1 fully restored ~1978, 1 parts truck
Asking $3500 for both (obo)
Please call Doug Kerr @ (403) 389 2158
or email: doug.kerr@worleyparsons.com

05/19

1948 Ford F2 truck. Barn Find Alberta truck. All original!
Complete and runs. This was the first year of the Ford F series
F2 3/4 ton. Very restorable. Stored inside.
Call 403-625-3157 or email pamandbobcope@gmail.com *06/18

YOUR CANADA PENSION PLAN …
The government is now referring to our Canada Pension checks as a "Federal Benefit Payment." This isn't a benefit. It is
our money paid out of our earned income! Not only did we all contribute to our pension but our employers did too. It
totaled 15% of our income before taxes. If you averaged $30K per year over your working life, that's close to $180,000
invested in a pension.
If you calculate the future value of your monthly investment in a pension ($375/month, including both you and your employer's contributions) at a meager 1% interest rate compounded monthly, after 40 years of working you'd have more
than $1.3+ million dollars saved! This is your personal investment.
Upon retirement, if you took out only 3% per year, you'd receive $39,318 per year or $3,277 per month. That's almost
three times more than today's average Old Age Pension benefit of $1,230 per month. And your retirement fund would
last more than 33 years (until you're 98 if you retire at age 65)!
I can only imagine how much better most average-income people could live in retirement if our government had just
invested our money in low-risk interest-earning accounts. Instead, the folks in Ottawa pulled off a bigger "Ponzi
scheme" than Bernie Madoff ever did. They took our money and used it elsewhere. They forgot (oh yes, they knew) that
it was OUR money they were taking. They didn't have a referendum to ask us if we wanted to lend the money to them.
And they didn't pay interest on the debt they assumed. And recently they've told us that the money won't support us for
very much longer.
But is it our fault they misused our investments? And now, to add insult to injury, they're calling it a "benefit", as if we
never worked to earn every penny of it. Just because they borrowed the money doesn't mean that our investments were a
charity!
Let's take a stand. We have earned our right to our pensions. Demand that our MP's bring some sense into our government. Find a way to keep Canada Pension going for the sake of that 92% of our population who need it. Then call it
what it is: Our Earned Retirement Income.

Visit our website at www.apaccalgary.ca
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OTHER FOR SALE
WANTED
Wanting to know if anyone has any information about
Ernie’s Upholstery that operated in Drumheller, through
the 70’s and 80’s.
Please contact APAC club member, Neil MacDonald at
403-333-8404.
If you can help me retrace the service history of my antique
auto.
*09/19

Box of miscellaneous Ford parts, Mercury push rods, wiper
motors.
Plumbers vice with die set and stand, wall clocks, 78 records.
Wally @ 403-651-8784 or 403-253-4283
*09/19

A Husband Calls 9-1-1
Husband: My wife is missing. She went shopping
yesterday and hasn't come home!
Officer: Age?
Husband: I'm not sure. Somewhere between 50 and
60. We don't do birthdays.
Officer: Height?
Husband: I'm not sure. A little over five-feet tall.
OFFICER : Weight?
Husband: Don't know. Not slim, not really fat.
OFFICER : Colour of eyes?
Husband: Sort of brown I think never really noticed.
OFFICER : Colour of hair?
Husband: Changes a couple times a year. Maybe dark brown now. I can't remember.
OFFICER : What was she wearing?
Husband: Could have been pants, or maybe a skirt or shorts. I don't know for sure.
OFFICER : What kind of car did she go in?
Husband: She went in my truck.
OFFICER : What kind of truck was it?
Husband : A 2017, manufactured September 16th, pearl white Ram Limited 4X4, with 6.4 litre Hemi V8 engine ordered with the Ram Box bar and fridge option, led lighting, back up and front camera, VIN
36437588645, Moose hide leather heated and cooled seats, climate controlled air conditioning. It has a custom
matching white cover for the bed, Weather Tech floor mats. Trailing package with gold hitch, sunroof, DVD
with full GPS navigation, satellite radio, Cobra 75 WX ST 40-channel CB radio, six cup holders, 3 USB ports,
and 4 power outlets. I added special alloy wheels and off-road Toyo tires. It has custom retracting running
boards and under-glow wheel well lighting.
At this point the husband started choking up.
OFFICER : Take it easy sir. We'll find your truck.
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